The Limit of “Words”™: The Representation of
Failed Representations in J. M. Coetzee's Foe
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There is not need for us to know what freedom means, Susan.
Freedom is a word like any word. It is a puff of air, seven letters on
a slate. It is but the name we give to the desire you speak of, the

desire to be free. What concerns us is the desire, not the name”
(149).
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Dominic Head (2009) (Z & 71

“Friday’s silence is a form of resistance to the
discourse that defines him” (65).
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“Friday has no command of words and therefore no defence against
being re-shaped day by day in conformity with the desires of others.
| [Susan] say he is a cannibal and he becomes a cannibal; | say he is

a laundryman and he becomes a laundryman” (121).

BH: 7747413, SETHRDI L ZIEX, #D
ICRET SiizFbELETLAEL




RO/ TTATADERREZSTYEOHO

7Ar—/ o, 77ATA4ICEIZWNL (BEETITAR L,
BEMEICEDOW) BRE2EWVW AL, X—Y T4
74%EA%&&@LTLim\ﬁ B LR <CED

BEEICEDOWTWLWAREWSEIZHE MM T, 7747140
ICBET 2B T-RFREZSTYEIL. BEFERHRAFICE
grb-tTclLEF-oTUWLS

E]
A

—>ZDOWEIZ. 7F7ATAIEFETAT7EEANREEZT
W3




RO T TATADERREEFLYEDOHIQ

T77ATANEICWBREXIZ, 1 HXICE-S>T, BOLETRREDYS
PEEENTWEEZ AR, A=Y VA T+ — IR 5

ZOFAEHEIZ, THA—FZOoDE (77— I2DOWT&, 7
FATADMFEBOI-DICTEEENTWBEE) Z21FY HT

—’,EEECC;E_;’)‘:L TWHEWZD20OYEEIL. REICEHRFTIT B3R,
£U754?4% SRATUTJ ZLﬂ§4T%ﬁ%%hOT“ﬁ#
5



ZDHI3

=

Rz

X

_\\/r 0)

ST T7 74T

5

7/ N\

—SZDRIZ, BET77ATADNE A% L TWE=hZIBEE L /-,

& X_—U:\\/((j:/EE\’B

A

AL
K
o

R
L%T
g™

o
0 &b

b'lﬁ?fﬁ% 5

H-D
v ZANDIEA
> 7=

ﬂ

[

+H

==
<

.
g




Chapter2 @ £ & &

B

_E/
- R

e CRRINEDHDICE

RJ




Cﬁapter?)
Efucks

S
H %

D FMEICHBITEED—AITD
-

BT 5 —AFRD

50 FORE

aal) FIIEL DD
[CAEZTTWL DAY 7|‘Eé’§“%>jm”“0)1’ﬁ%fé(?>°) NSk

@ ZDEYFDODZHDEENDOWNT
ChapterltZ’C@E%Eﬁti\ 74

Egd)_ﬂ :E)l_

cFHTLWE S -

ETRRLTWS

19 S AIBEMED D

AT T2 DT

7 arvOEFRICIT TR
2

A, EZIET I EDOARIEEMS




kD — AFRDE Y F (LKA DA

Lubomir Doleze® £k

lll\

3. RZEDEH (fictional

- Chapter 40s% D — AFRDEE Y
author)

c COREOEEIZ BEUET [74—] OF—ZTX—H|C
i#mt@w@ XEHEI, A= UHBPENELDEEXEL

LTW3S




kD — AFRDE Y F (LKA DA

Marco Caracciolo® FiE

- BNEDOHKDEY F L. BBEDFEHE (fictional reader)
- [74—) ORNBLHEIBET 27200, BHEEE > TEEICRA
WICABRIBIEZITTE> & L TW3

[ 74— OF—ZHhL="ZF TCORBELLETSE, FENEDON
RILIFEAEHEEADOHDABICHE > TWD

AP EDLEVARIE, FABEANZERLEVW Y



—AD#tFERDODERICIZFAE

‘ LAaL

Caracciolo® £k

Fhe
— 55

JL

ZD— AFLD

(E—EHLEZEONE L BEEDLEANADAE L

B FEH, BEDIEET

) 5tE Td % AlE

l/—

% 3

=R d D




754 T4 DEDH

[ 774 T4 DEAY DI

NET74—DOR~N_EHDFMZ LT-RICE o7

NEDOANR T, TEDEHE LA

:%—Eﬁbﬁzﬁwmﬁkﬁ
=D—D

F-EBFTIZ. 794T4AIZEAT3EOHBEBEIZT—FELH 1L

1B DEFMTH., ELH - 727

BEE [T/E Ly




n//
>

N A SEFS B
o o JE = S
N
-
~
!

NS A

LI

Rt
AP NP 59

z
=T

/

N
\]
|

Ao
Het

=9

W FE S

1;.

Nl

]
7=

—

a

P,

—
-~



REDFETH Y B DIL BB

- BUET, —EHDFoeDRADFHMDE, [X=TI)L - T

— — AFRD
%HOTL\%

+ — AFRD
%iiu%

77r (Damel Defoe) . 1F%& (Author) | &EHA N7 L —
~

Tbﬂfb5®§%%7%

Z)FIT TA—DRDIT I+ —DRTHBI &%

BFII. A=H 2 7x—PT7 7474 2M>TW

JL.

E‘ TTEE%@E’)




H L—AFRD
@A%T%%@
) FTCEDNT:

W — (ko T
A AN

=h (,) ’:ﬁ\z_

SlE. A—

EHNNT-E

@l

_J.ﬁ%%

YN X A DEE
#@nm Ejj:b/uf\.:\z) é_’_(/j:fd\\-'\

‘ BERS

[ 7 #—] OFTHEIMTWBE AT, 7 v

DJL,{) é: j:f



— AFRDEEY FlE, A=Y o7+ —EIFE
5 %@A%T%U [ 7 +—1] OIEFEIC

S > TEHNhNT-YEE M@%A%T%%

' BERS

Z D= NIRD ) FIE. [7+—] OFE—
NMO=—FFXT émb/uffﬂﬁlé’l‘éiﬁ‘\% 2




p—
| S

%

\

A Be'

El)F|F. IREICEZTVLABAYI

D— AFRD
HETS5EZDAYTH

’
—

FCZETEITIENRETH D

==

—Ehn

-]
[ J

Y T
5

[7+—] @

CENTZES

AN I



— AFRDEE ) FoHEID

— AFRDEY FA. WEDOANYTH 2 0J5E4EHLH
52 &

)

Chapter1& 2 (CH 175, EEDEHEDL S & HbE

AEICOVWTDHFERE, B2 RRZFUMED
B, 747 avOEFRLIT TR BED

HRICHLBEHATELIRNBETHD I EZ2TRRT D




— AFRDEE ) FO®EIQD

Iy =D T 77— [BoY—7F] & [aEryy >y -7
W=y —] 22<2&T, 75— hofiLWVWEIDIX—HF >
T TATA 2B W

[ 7x—] OB—EHNSC=ZFLTHOETET LT, FEET
77ATADHITRER e EAE LTC

&

T, ilLWRRZEHRHT L ZAETH



Chapter3 % & ®

O FNEFICHETEIRD—AFRDFEY FIEL DD

SIEEIZEEZTTLDE A 7|‘Eé’§“%>73”7'00>1’ﬁ%fa%°) ANET:
Th D

2 ZDENVFO=ZHDEAIZDOWT

Chapter 1 8:2T0)E§E#E6;t\ 74073 vOHRLITTRCIRS
@_Jl :E)l__ —g_%)_J |$

cFLWESZEARAHT/-OHIC, i, ETET Z EDOAEER
L TWhD

/lTD




Conclusion

EIMTE

SRRTDHZ
ML TS

MR

057z

c. €L 7TCa

OT74+—1 1. FDiaWL

75 LND

/__

v —l| oFE=

T <, BHEETEH
T, FLWERERZ

%

. )

HE I aNNe:
_W_____T\

D

SNPANEIIAN
R W
AT
| | #oIK
P RIS
NNl
O \V3ir
S ~IS
| N1
=0
N R
Tk D0
Ofal |

QR ME
NS 4P
HE b L2
S BS
QAN
=HfiE
%TE_\
1= MR

Ina

N
ﬁ/_._.ﬁn_/\
lmj,,/
N | W
o 2
AMN3Y
= 2 rQ
XU S
%&@T
HE M) B
SN EINS
—K S W
_ﬁyb
AN M)
N A R
I/,7_H_D
S &
S N




Work Cited

Boehmer, Elleke. “Transfiguring: Colonial Body into Postcolonial Narrative.” Novel: A Forum on Fiction,
vol. 26, no. 3, 1993, pp. 268—77. JSTOR. https://doi1.org/10.2307/1345836.Accessed 14 Dec. 2023.

Caracciolo, Marco. “J. M. Coetzee’s Foe and the embodiment of meaning.” Journal of Modern Literature, vol.
36, no. 1, 2012, pp. 90—103. https://doi.org/10.2979/jmodelite.36.1.90.

Coetzee, J. M. Foe. Penguin Books, 2010.
Dolezel, Lubomir. Heterocosmica: Fiction and Possible Worlds. Baltimore (Md.): Johns Hopkins UP, 1998.
Head, Dominic. The Cambridge Introduction to J. M. Coetzee, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2009.

Peterson, Christopher. “Chapter 2: Sovereign Silence: The Desire for Answering Speech.” Monkey Trouble: The
Scandal of Posthumanism, by Peterson, Fordham University Press, New York, 2018, pp. 43—63.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1xhr5xz.5.



